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Dr. Cleary is old as the hills (40+) and was born near Chicago, Illinois.  He spent most of his youth in Cincinnati, OH and just outside the city in the small farming area of New Richmond, Ohio.  During middle and high school he was an avid participant in soccer and track as well as playing guitar in a pretty lousy band.  Recognizing a certain lack of talent in music, Dr. Cleary realized college might be a good bet for him.

Dr. Cleary received his Bachelors, Masters, and Ph.D. from Purdue University in civil engineering with specializations in structural and coastal engineering.  Upon graduating for the last time he spent two more years teaching at Purdue while his wife completed her degree in Veterinary Medicine.  He then moved to Kansas where he worked for Black & Veatch Special Projects Corp (a subsidiary of Black & Veatch).

BVSP was the business unit that specialized in engineering contracts for government agencies such as the Corps of Engineers, Immigration Services and NASA.  Dr. Cleary spent four years with BVSP performing site and structural design on a large variety of projects including design of Border Patrol Facilities, wind tunnels, locks and dams, radar installations, bridges, and port facilities.

Missing the atmosphere of a college campus, in 1998 he uprooted his family to join the faculty at some start up engineering program in New Jersey.  He was drawn by the challenge of helping to build a new type of engineering program that emphasized the undergraduate education.  At the time the only things he knew about New Jersey he learned watching Clerks.  He has been at Rowan since and his research work has focused on reinforced concrete as well as educational initiatives.  Among his other duties he is Affiliate Director for the Project Lead the Way activities Rowan University conducts for the state of New Jersey.  He is also the department’s representative to the University Senate and is the faculty advisor to the student chapter of the American Society of Civil Engineers.

Dr. Cleary has a son (fifth grade) who is very involved in rock climbing (note that the good doctor hates of heights) Pink Floyd, and tennis but hates soccer.  Dr. Cleary’s daughter is in third grade and scored 10 of her team’s 11 goals last season.  Both kids are twenty times smarter than Dr. Cleary and aspire to be engineer/rock star/veterinarian/artists.  Dr. Cleary tries not to squelch their dreams and spends his spare time (as if) reading, immersed in his music collection, or coaching soccer.
