ROWAN UNIVERSITY

College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

Foreign Languages and Literatures Department
Syllabus Spring 2005
Course Title:
Elementary Spanish I     1105-101-04

3 s.h.


Undergraduate

Time/Place:  BUN 332    W  4:45-7:15 PM 

Instructor:  Roberto Madero   Ext.# 3469

Email:  madero@rowan.edu
Required Texts:  (Text package and the Student Activities Manual)
Blanco, José et al.  Vistas:  Introducción a la lengua española.  Boston:  Vista Higher Learning, 2001.   
Catalog Description: 
 This course provides an overview of the syntax, structures and vocabulary of the Spanish language, including intensive practice in the four skill areas of listening comprehension, speaking, reading and writing.  It introduces the student to the culture and history of the Spanish-speaking world.

Prerequisites:
None.  Open to students with no previous experience in Spanish or waiver.

Objectives of the Course and Course Content:
This course is designed to teach Spanish as a target language through a wide variety of situations, functions and notions, while working within the framework of a communicative, somewhat eclectic methodology.  Whereas other texts and instruction, in general, can sometimes be predictable, systematic and dry, this course will engage the student in not only recognition skills but also in meaningful production of Spanish.  The Vistas learning ancillaries comprise an entire program for language learning strategies.  The way in which students are challenged, tracked and evaluated also contribute to the learning itself.  I’m sure you will find this particular course very comprehensive and enjoyable, geared to students’ interests and representative of various Hispanic cultures.
Reference List:
It is strongly recommended that students make use of the language laboratory as well as the internet exercises provided for each chapter at the text’s website. The language lab is also available to students who perhaps would like to do the listening and lab exercises in a school environment.  Each text is accompanied by various CDs for skills practice, a video for comprehension and lesson preview and an interactive CD for further practice.  These are additional learning materials that the student is urged to use in order to improve his or her performance in this class.  Rowan University also recommends 2 hours of individual study for every hour covered in class.  

Class dates and material to be covered:
Following is a general schedule of lessons to be covered as well as relevant dates. 

01/19 Chapter 1: Contextos. Estructura 1.1, 1.2, 1.3.  Adelante.

01/26 Chapter 1: Contextos. Estructura 1.4. Fotonovela. Presentation of Workbook.
02/02 Chapter 2: Contextos. Estructura 2.1, 2.2, 2.3. Adelante.

02/09 Chapter 2: Contextos. Estructura 2.4. Fotonovela. Presentation of Workbook.

02/16 Review & Exam: Chapters 1 & 2

02/23 Chapter 3: Contextos. Estructura 3.1, 3.2, 3.3. Adelante.

03/02 Chapter 3: Contextos. Estructura 3.4. Fotonovela. Presentation of Workbook.

03/09 Chapter 4: Contextos. Estructura 4.1, 4.2, 4.3. Adelante.

03/23 Chapter 4: Contextos. Estructura 4.4. Fotonovela. Presentation of Workbook.

03/30 Review & Exam: Chapters 1 & 2
04/06 Chapter 5: Contextos. Estructura 5.1, 5.2, 5.3. Adelante.
04/13 Chapter 5: Contextos. Estructura 5.4, 5.5. Fotonovela. Presentation of Workbook.

04/20 Chapter 6: Contextos. Estructura 6.1. Adelante.

04/27 Chapter 6: Contextos. Estructura 6.3. Fotonovela. Presentation of Workbook.
Finals Week May 3-9: Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6

Grading:
The semester grade will be calculated based on the following areas:

Workbook:

      10%
Daily quizzes:

      30%
Tests average:

      40%
Final:


      20%
Daily Quizzes:
During the first 5 minutes of every class (with the exception of test classes), the student will take out a half sheet a paper, write his/her name and date, and answer 3-4 questions.  The questions will be directed based on the previously assigned homework.  These are quick quizzes which will aid in determining the effectiveness of the student’s studying and homework habits.  You must arrive on time. Quizzes will not be delayed, nor can they be made up.  The 20 quizzes will average a 25% into the final grade.
Chapter Tests:
There will be 2 two-chapter tests.  All three will have the same standard format and evaluate recognition and production skills in Spanish.  They will be 75 minutes in length though most students will be able to do them in less time.  They will cover all the material in the particular chapters, including homework, video and lab assignments. The test grades will average and count 40% towards the final grade.  There is no midterm exam.

Final exam:
The exam will cover all course work taught during the semester and also Chapter 5 & 6. This exam will be 2 hours in length, and have a value of 20% towards the final semester grade. Most students seem to finish the exam in much less time. It is a multiple choice exam.  Specifics will be given to the students towards the end of the course so as he/she may better prepare.
Contacting the instructor:  
By email, by phone or by a note in my mailbox.
Student Responsibilities:
· Thoroughly read this syllabus and fully understand the information presented.
· Regular attendance.
· In case of absences, find out what material was missed and study it. You are responsible for missed material.  If a lesson test or final exam is missed without medical certification a zero will be assigned.  
· Ask questions when something is unclear. 
· Complete all homework and assignments on time. This is an important learning tool for you. 
· Study course material a minimum of six hours per week outside of class.--//
· Exams will be reviewed in class and returned to the instructor. You will be notified of your grade via the Registrar’s Office.
· Please come see me as many times as necessary, if you are having difficulty in the class, or you simply want to talk to me about any aspect of the course.
