
TAXONOMY OF EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES

A method for categorizing objectives according to cognitive complexity was devised by Bloom, Englehart, Hill, Furst, and Krathwohl (1956).  It is a taxonomy of educational objectives for the cognitive domain that delineates six levels of cognitive complexity ranging from the knowledge level (least complex) to the evaluation level (most complex).  As illustrated below, the levels are presumed to be hierarchical.  That is, higher level objectives are assumed to include, and to be dependent on, lower level cognitive skills.  Each level of the taxonomy has different characteristics.
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WORKING DEFINITIONS OF LEVELS
1.   Knowledge
- The student recalls or recognizes information.

2.   Comprehension 
- The student interprets, translates, summarizes, or paraphrases given

material.

3.   Application   
- The student solves a problem that requires the identification of the 

issue and the selection and use of appropriate

generalizations and skills.

4.   Analysis

- The student separates a whole into its parts in order to see the

relationship among the elements.

5.   Synthesis

- The student solves a problem that requires original, creative thinking, 

by combining elements to form a new entity.

6.   Evaluation
- The student makes a judgment or decision based on certain standards

(either internal or external).

VERBS

Categorized According to Cognitive Levels of Learning in Bloom's Taxonomy

KNOWLEDGE
COMPREHENSION
APPLICATION
ANALYSIS
SYNTHESIS
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Count

Associate

Add

Analyze

Categorize
Appraise

Define

Convert


Apply

Arrange

Combine
Assess

Describe

Discuss


Calculate
Breakdown
Compile

Compare

Draw

Distinguish

Change

Design

Compose
Conclude

Identify

Estimate


Classify

Detect

Create

Contrast

Label

Explain


Complete
Develop

Derive

Criticize

List

Extend


Compute
Diagram

Design

Critique

Match

Extrapolate

Demonstrate
Differentiate
Devise

Defend
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Generalize

Discover
Discriminate
Generate
Determine

Outline

Give Examples

Divide

Illustrate

Group

Grade

Point

Paraphrase

Examine

Infer
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Judge

Quote

Predict


Graph

Outline

Modify

Justify

Read

Rewrite


Interpolate
Point Out
Order

Measure

Recall

Summarize

Interpret

Relate
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Recite
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Manipulate
Select

Plan
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Separate

Prescribe
Speculate


Record
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Subdivide
Propose

Support



Repeat




Prepare

Utilize

Rearrange
Test
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Produce



Reconstruct

Select




Show



Reorganize
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Solve



Revise

Write
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Rewrite






Use
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Summarize










Transform

These verbs all elicit a performance (learning outcome) in an objective.   Some verbs to avoid, or modify, may be "study", "watch", "listen", "work" which may imply an activity -- not an objective.

This is not an exhaustive list.
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