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Par t 1:  Lesson Overview 

 
TextÑ Dicamillo, K., (2000). Because of Winn-Dixie. Cambridge: Candlewick 
 

Press. 
 

Readability Level of TextÑ  I calculated the readability of the text using Okapi.  
Okapi showed that the text is at a     grade level. 
 
Text SummaryÑ  A ten year-old girl named Opal and her father, the 
preacher, move to Naomi, Florida during the summer.  Opal goes into 
the Winn -Dixie supermarket to run an errand for her father and comes 
out with a dog. A big, u gly, suffering dog with a sterling sense of 
humor. A dog she dubs Winn -Dixie. Because of Winn -Dixie, the 
preacher tells Opal ten things about her absent mother, one for each 
year Opal has been alive. Winn -Dixie is better at making friends than 
anyone Opal has ever known, and together they meet the local 
librarian, Miss Franny Block, who once fought off a bear with a copy of 
War and Peace . They meet Gloria Dump, who is nearly blind but sees 
with her heart, and Otis, an ex -con who sets the animals in his pet 
shop loose after hours, then lulls them with his guitar.   

Opal spends all that sweet summer collecting stories about her 
new friends and thinking about her mother. But because of Winn -Dixie 
or perhaps because she has grown, Opal learns to let go, just a l ittle, 
and that friendship and forgiveness can sneak up on you like a sudden 
summer storm.  

 
Pages Used for LessonÑ  
 
RationaleÑ  
 
GroupingÑ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part 2:  Standards and Objectives 
 

ObjectivesÑ  
 
 
StandardsÑ  
NJ- New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part 3:  Learning Experience 



 
Before ReadingÑ  
 
During ReadingÑ   Invite students to generate Òcharacter webs,Ó ongoing lists of 
adjectives for each character in the book.  I will ask the students to note 
personality shifts in the characters over the course of the book. 
 
After ReadingÑ  discuss the book and write summaries 
Answer questions with group members- characterization elements worksheet 
 
Technology/Extending the MeaningÑ  Using a webquest blah blah blah 
 
AssessmentÑ  
 
ReflectionÑ  
 
 
 Opal opens up to Winn-Dixie in the beginning of this story. Why do 

you think it 's somet imes easier to talk to or be friends with a 
pet  than with people?  

 Opal makes a lot  of quick j udgments about  some of the characters 
in the book, such as the Dewberry brothers, Ot is, and Amanda 
Wilkinson. But  as she gets to know them, her opinions change. 
Have you ever j udged someone too quickly? Did you eventually 
change your opinion? What  made you change what  you 
thought? Why is it  important  not  to "j udge a book by it s 
cover"?  

 What  decisions does Opal make in this story that  end up changing 
her life? Have you ever made what  seemed like a small,  
unimportant  decision, but  it  turned out  to be very important? 
Explain.  

 What  made you laugh in this book? Why?  
 In what  ways is Opal's mother a very important  character in the 

book even though she never appears?  
 Why do you think Opal wanted to know ten things about  her 

mother? Can you tell what  her mother is like from the ten 
things her father describes to her? Do you think that  ten things 
can really describe a whole person?  

 Opal asks Gloria Dump, "Do you think everybody misses somebody 
like I miss my mama?" What  do you think? Does everybody miss 
somebody? Why? Who do you miss?  

 Gloria Dump says she thinks "the whole world has an aching 



heart ." Do you agree that  everyone has their own sadness? 
Why?  

 Do you think you'd like to eat  a Lit tmus Lozenge? Why or why not?  
 After listening to Miss Franny's story about  her great -grandfather, 

Opal says, "It  was important  to me to hear how Lit tmus 
survived after losing everything he loved." Why do you think 
that  was important  to Opal? What  can we learn about  
ourselves when we listen to stories about  other people's lives?  

 What  do you think Opal and her dad, the preacher, get  from 
having Winn-Dixie? Who or what  in your life is like Winn-Dixie?  

 Opal believes that  life is like a Lit tmus Lozenge Ñ that  it 's sweet  
and sad all mixed up together and hard to separate out . Do 
you agree? Why or why not?  

 When Winn-Dixie is missing after the thunderstorm, Gloria Dump 
says to Opal, "There ain't  no way you can hold on to something 
that  wants to go, you understand? You can only love what  you 
got  while you got  it ." What  do you think Gloria means? Do you 
agree with her thought? Why or why not?  

 What  does the t it le Because of  Winn-Dixie mean to you?  
 At  the end of the story, Opal seems to accept  that  her mother is 

not  coming back. Why is this an important  part  of the story? 
What  is something dif f icult  in your life that  you've had to 
accept? 

After reading and discussing the book together, you and your child 
might  want  to see the movie version of Because of  Winn-Dixie. 
Afterwards, compare and cont rast  the original book with the f ilm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Three Elements of Characterization  
  
¥ How a character looks (physical description)  
  
¥ How a character acts  
  
¥ How other characters in the story react to this character  
  
  
  
Other vocabulary terms useful in developing characters:  
  
Protagonist- The main character in a story.  The protagonist experiences the conflict in  
the story. The protagonist does not have to be Ògood.Ó  
  
Antagonist- The cause of the conflict.  The antagonist doesnÕt have to be a person.    
  
Dialogue-The words a character uses in conversation and how they are used gives the  
reader insight into the character.  
  
Stereotype- A character that is over simplif ied. Lacks originality or individuality.  
 
 
 

 
Character Name_____________________________ 

 
 

What does the character 
look like? 

 

 
How does the character act? 

  
How do other character in the 
story react to this character? 
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http://teacher .scholastic.com/activities/flashlightreaders/tguide/winndixi
e/abouttheauthor .htm 


