Precessing Gyroscope

f

Purpose: To demonstrate precession of a rotating gyroscope
subjected a steady torque.
Location: room 136, shelf 02

Insert the string into the hole in the axle of the gyroscope and
rotate the shaft until most of the string is taken up. While
holding the stationary frame, firmly pull the string and set the
end of the spinning gyroscope onto the plastic pedestal. As the
gyroscope tilts it is subjected to torque from the pull of gravity,
and therefore precesses about its support point.

See also Precessing and Nutating Gyroscope.
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